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NAPLAN TEST RESULTS

Parents recognize that one of the most importagredients in a child’s performance at
school is that relationship which develops betwi#enstudent, the teacher and the parent.
Parents want to know how the child is progressingcnool and how they can be of
assistance.

It is of some value to know where their childreanst in relation to other children in their
age but what is more important is how they perfomrearning tasks in the class situation
at their ability level and how this information cée used by teachers and the school
administration to identify student needs. Paresitg an teachers having the ability to assess
the child’s daily progress and, with appropriatsotgces, to adopt methods which will
improve performance and have the child achievingpttential. It assumes a strong
relationship or partnership between the home aaddthool.

There has been little consultation with parentshenintroduction and extent of national
testing. Parents do not see particular value inpasmg test results between schools and
certainly do not wish to see external testing dating the school curriculum as has been
the evidence in some jurisdictions recently.

External test results are merely one small indicafothe education being received by
children and results for individuals and school8 vary from year to year. Children being
tested do not learn at the same rate nor are tleayed equal. It is difficult to understand
how a ‘one size fits all’ nation wide test can Hédive in providing information to
teachers and administrations across a diverse afictuftural nation wide cohort.

Parents make decisions on schools, if they havehbéee, by using numerous indicators
many of which cannot be specified on a spreadsheat a report. It is important that
schools provide parents with information but margaortantly that parents accept their
responsibility as the primary educators of theitdren to establish an authentic partnership
with their school.
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